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Nathan, Congratulations on a good job. Dave

Nathan Schumaker 04/22/2011 05:49:19 AMFYI... I say you were not on the cc line, so I tho...

From: Nathan Schumaker/COR/USEPA/US
To: David Olszyk/COR/USEPA/US@EPA
Date: 04/22/2011 05:49 AM
Subject: Fw: Re: Fw: News Release:  Spotted Owl Habitat Modeling Info Available for Public Review

FYI... I say you were not on the cc line, so I thought I'd forward... 

-----Forwarded by Nathan Schumaker/COR/USEPA/US on 04/22/2011 05:47AM -----
To: Thomas Fontaine/COR/USEPA/US@EPA
From: David Powers/R10/USEPA/US
Date: 04/21/2011 03:40PM
Cc: Nathan Schumaker/COR/USEPA/US@EPA
Subject: Re: Fw: News Release: Spotted Owl Habitat Modeling Info Available for Public Review

As I indicated, the USFWS was very complementary about the support Nathan provided.   The recovery 
planning effort is a really big deal for USFWS and the USFS and BLM are keenly interested as well.  
Dave

_____________________________________ 
David Powers
Regional Manager for Forests and Rangelands
USEPA Region 10, OOO
805 SW Broadway, Suite 500
Portland, OR  97205
503-326-5874
powers.david@epa.gov

Thomas Fontaine---04/21/2011 03:14:47 PM---Pretty sure they were referring to Nathan Schumaker.  
Thomas D. Fontaine, Ph.D.

From: Thomas Fontaine/COR/USEPA/US
To: David Powers/R10/USEPA/US@EPA
Cc: Peter Beedlow/COR/USEPA/US@EPA
Date: 04/21/2011 03:14 PM
Subject: Re: Fw: News Release:  Spotted Owl Habitat Modeling Info Available for Public Review

Pretty sure they were referring to Nathan Schumaker.

Thomas D. Fontaine, Ph.D.
Director, Western Ecology Division
National Health and Environmental Effects Laboratory
Office of Research and Development



US EPA

Mail:
Western Ecology Division
US EPA
200 S.W. 35th St.
Corvallis, OR 97333

Phones: 
(541) 754 4601 (office)
(541) 754 4518 (fax)
(541) 979 0565 (cell)

visit our web site:  http://www.epa.gov/wed

David Powers---04/21/2011 02:43:38 PM---Peter - I'm having brain freeze.   Didn't someone in the EPA 
Corvallis shop develop the modeling for

From: David Powers/R10/USEPA/US
To: Peter Beedlow/COR/USEPA/US@EPA
Cc: Thomas Fontaine/COR/USEPA/US@EPA
Date: 04/21/2011 02:43 PM
Subject: Fw: News Release:  Spotted Owl Habitat Modeling Info Available for Public Review

Peter - I'm having brain freeze.   Didn't someone in the EPA Corvallis shop develop the modeling for 
USFWS' NSO recovery plan effort?   We got a USFWS briefing on the NSO recovery plan effort that was 
complimentary of EPA ORD's support for the modeling effort.

_____________________________________ 
David Powers
Regional Manager for Forests and Rangelands
USEPA Region 10, OOO
805 SW Broadway, Suite 500
Portland, OR  97205
503-326-5874
powers.david@epa.gov

----- Forwarded by David Powers/R10/USEPA/US on 04/21/2011 02:40 PM -----

From: "Janet Lebson" <janet_Lebson@fws.gov>
To: David Powers/R10/USEPA/US@EPA
Date: 04/21/2011 01:13 PM
Subject: News Release:  Spotted Owl Habitat Modeling Info Available for Public Review

April 21, 2011 11-56
Contact:  Janet Lebson, 503-231-6179; janet_lebson@fws.gov

Fish and Wildlife Service Makes Information on Northern Spotted 
Owl Recovery Plan Habitat Modeling Available for Public Review



Updated habitat modeling information available for 30-day public
comment period

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) announced today it 
is opening a 30-day public comment period, beginning April 22, 
2011, on updated information compiled in Appendix C of the draft 
revised recovery plan for the threatened northern spotted owl. 

The 75-page Appendix C relates to a new computerized modeling 
tool developed for assessing spotted owl habitat quality and 
population dynamics, and predicting the effectiveness of 
different conservation measures. 

“The habitat modeling tool has been one of the biggest topics of 
our ongoing dialogue with recovery partners, environmental 
groups, and the timber industry throughout the revision process 
for the spotted owl recovery plan,” said Paul Henson, State 
Supervisor of the Service’s Oregon Fish and Wildlife Office. 
“We’ve heard concerns that the modeling tool was not completed 
at the time we made the draft plan available for the original 
90-day review period. Because of the progress made in developing 
and testing the modeling tool, we now have a better opportunity 
to answer questions and resolve concerns.”

The Service has reviewed nearly 12,000 public comments on the 
draft plan and originally intended to release a final plan early 
in 2011. The agency is currently required by federal court order 
to complete the final revised recovery plan by June 1, 2011, in 
response to litigation.

The modeling process and Appendix C were developed by the 
Spotted Owl Modeling Team, a recovery team of experts 
established by the Service under the Endangered Species Act.

The modeling tool synthesizes information gathered from about 
4,000 spotted owl sites with data from regional experts 
throughout the spotted owl’s range in Washington, Oregon, and 
California on where spotted owls nest and roost, including 
factors such as forest stand characteristics, slope locations, 
and elevation. It combines this information with more than 20 
years’ worth of demographic data, such as survival and 
reproductive rates, from annual surveys. This is a first-ever 
consolidated application of decades of dedicated field 
monitoring and research by Federal, state, tribal, academic, and 
timber industry sources.

The modeling tool projects this synthesized information onto the 
landscape to give recovery partners the most accurate rangewide 
picture of where spotted owls nest and roost and where they are 
most likely to do so in the future. This information is captured 



in zonation maps showing different levels of habitat quality so
that recovery partners can see what areas are most important to 
the spotted owl’s continued survival and recovery. 

When the draft plan was released in September 2010, its Appendix 
C on habitat modeling included initial maps showing suitable 
spotted owl habitat at different levels of quality, based on the 
data synthesis. This is the underlying layer that allows for 
evaluation of different conservation measures. The updated 
Appendix C includes more information on how the modeling tool 
allows the Service to compare potential spotted owl population 
responses to different habitat management scenarios and 
conservation measures such as barred owl management. 

Over the long term, the modeling tool can be used by land 
managers to evaluate specific recovery actions throughout the 
lifespan of the recovery plan. For example, the Service will be 
better able to prioritize areas where Safe Harbor agreements and 
Habitat Conservation Plans (voluntary conservation agreements 
with private landowners) would be beneficial. In addition, a 
number of different variables likely to affect spotted owl 
survival and reproduction rates—such as predicted climate change 
impacts—can be plugged into the model to evaluate how spotted 
owl populations could be affected. The modeling tool will be 
useful for government agencies and the public to evaluate 
potential future proposals, for example, to amend land use 
management plans and revise spotted owl critical habitat.

The Service made the draft revised recovery plan available for 
public review on September 8, 2010, and announced a 60-day 
comment period upon its publication in the Federal Register, 
(which occurred on September 15, 2010). On November 12, 2010, 
the agency announced an extension of the comment period until 
December 15, 2010. 

A Notice of Availability will publish in the Federal Register on 
April 22, 2011, which will start a 30-day public comment period 
ending May 23, 2011. The appendix and other documents and 
information on spotted owl recovery are available at 
www.fws.gov/oregonfwo/.

America’s fish, wildlife and plant resources belong to all of 
us, and ensuring the health of imperiled species is a shared 
responsibility. The Service is working to actively engage 
conservation partners and the public in the search for improved 
and innovative ways to conserve and recover imperiled species. 
To learn more about the Service’s Endangered Species program, go 
to http://www.fws.gov/endangered/.

The mission of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working 



with others to conserve, protect and enhance fish, wildlife,
plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the 
American people. We are both a leader and trusted partner in 
fish and wildlife conservation, known for our scientific 
excellence, stewardship of lands and natural resources, 
dedicated professionals and commitment to public service. For 
more information on our work and the people who make it happen, 
visit www.fws.gov

                                                             
--FWS--

______________________
If you would rather not receive future communications from U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife, please go to 
http://usfish.pr-optout.com/OptOut.aspx?146x186x58448x3x908079x2
4000x6&Email=Powers.David%40epa.gov.
U.S. Fish and Wildlife, 911 N.E 11th Avenue, Portland, OR 
97232-4181 United States


